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Norman Hitchcock 
(courtesy x) 

Probably born in England, by his own testimony Norman Hitchcock (c.1837-

1918) arrived in Australia during November 1854 at Portland, in the west of 

Victoria, and served articles with G.M. Mathieson of that town.  He moved to 

Melbourne and was involved with a building company before commencing his 

own business in 1859.  He appears to have initially styled himself as a builder-

carpenter, and by 1875 was in Collingwood.  Based at Nicholson Street, Carlton 

he was declared insolvent in July 1880, but advertised himself as an architect at 

4 Bedford Terrace in Drummond Street, Carlton when calling tenders for two 

villas at Windsor in September 1880.  The location and clients for many of his 

earlier designs are recorded in Victoria & Its Metropolis, Past and Present 

published at Melbourne in 1888, when his office was still located in Drummond 

Street.  He was listed during 1889-1894 at 258 Drummond Street. 

Hitchcock established a reputation in Melbourne with his distinctively naive use 

of decorative details for speculative terrace housing in the suburbs of Fitzroy, 

Carlton and Parkville.  Caught up in the collapse of the Melbourne housing 

market and financial ‘crash’, Hitchcock was declared insolvent in May 1891.  He 

designed a chemist shop that was built in 1892 at Yea, 98 kilometres north-east 

of Melbourne.  During 1893 he was advertising in the Yea Chronicle that he had 

a Melbourne office, but visited Yea once a week and would ‘draw plans and 

supervise all kinds of work in any part of the country at reasonable charges’. 

Hitchcock was briefly listed in partnership with Olaff Nichol Nicholson (1842-

1912) at Melbourne.  Nicholson fled the economic depression in Victoria for 

gold-boom Western Australia by 1895, and Hitchcock followed soon after.  From 

his home office at Hubble Street, Plympton (East Fremantle), in April 1897 

Hitchcock called tenders for a terrace of four two-storey houses at 88 

Wittenoom Street in Perth.  Already in his sixties at the end of the nineteenth 

century, Hitchcock continued his practice at Fremantle using many details 

developed with previous works in Victoria. 
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In WA Hitchcock again specialised in the design of housing, particularly in 

Fremantle and surrounding areas.  Heritage Council of Western Australia 

(HCWA) documentation records that his work is notable for his repeated use of 

distinctive design and decorative details that assist to identify his architecture.  

These include pressed cement female faces to terminate corbelled party walls, 

cement putti set in a gable niche, scalloped barge boards with 'tear drop' turned 

timber knobs, roman chariot wheels used as pediment brackets, semi-circular 

pressed cement chimney baffles, stucco swags and rusticated panels.  

Hitchcock's combinations of these decorative elements provide a theatrical 

effect to what are otherwise relatively modest buildings. 

Perhaps the finest example of Hitchcock's design work in WA, Glanville's 

Buildings is a two storey terrace of 1902 on Canning Highway, East Fremantle 

and is the largest of his known buildings in the western State.  Glanville's 

Buildings exhibits many of Hitchcock's 'signature' details.  Spread over a two-

storey facade, the contrast of stucco decoration against tuck pointed brickwork 

is distinctive.  The HCWA record for the place notes that other Hitchcock-

designed buildings in the East Fremantle area include: the 'George Street 

Mews', 107-121 George Street; terrace houses at 46-52 King Street; two semi-

detached houses at 25-27 Sewell Street and a gable fronted detached house in 

Hubble Street.  Many other buildings in the Fremantle area (but also in Subiaco 

and Nedlands) have been identified as likely Hitchcock buildings due to their 

distinctive decorative treatments, but these attributions have yet to be verified. 

During 1904-1905 Hitchcock is listed within Wises Directory in practice at High 

Street, Fremantle; and in 1906 as Hitchcock & Son – again at High Street.  By 

late 1906 he may have been preparing to leave WA, as he advertised the rental 

of a cottage in Hubble Street, and is not listed from in WA from 1907-1914.  

Newspaper notices in Australia do not appear to record any activity of Norman 

in this time, and in the absence of clarifying family testimony or shipping 

records, we can speculate that he returned to the UK during this period.  

Norman Hitchcock and Son called tenders for a villa at Hawthorn from a Collins 

Street, Melbourne office in February of 1914, but soon recommenced business 

in WA.  From a Barrack Street, Perth office in April 1914 they called tenders for 

a brick bakery on Broadway at Nedlands. 
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Hitchcock was listed in practice at 115 Barrack Street Perth for 1915, as 

Hitchcock & Son at 146 Murray Street Perth for 1916, and newspaper 

advertisements of 1917 record Hitchcock & Son (established 20 years) at 

Lombard Chambers in St George’s Terrace Perth.  Found by his son Alfred, by 

then a draftsman at the well-known retailers Boans Ltd, Norman Hitchcock died 

in his bed 30 August 1918 at 142 Lake Street in Perth.  He was 81 years old, 

and was buried in the Anglican section of Karrakatta Cemetery. 
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Smith Street Fitzroy 1888 (Australasian Builder and Contractors' News, 22 September 1888) 

 

Glanville's Buildings on Canning Highway, East Fremantle (flickr.com, Diana House) 

 

Attached housing at 46-52 King Street, East Fremantle (Google 2014) 


